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CCSDS Meeting (April 16th, Monday)

Minutes of meeting
Agencies are encouraged to inform SFCG about their optical communications activities: presentation can be planned at the SFCG meetings. DLR and CNES already provided respectively an information letter.

The ITU recommendations on optical space com have limited impact: for studies only, for specific scenario at specific wavelength. Info was given from Björn Gütlich: recently in the World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC), it was decided that optical bands should not be regulated by ITU.

TESAT ground station dedicated to LEO- and GEO- downlinks was not included in the OLSG report. A description of the ground station should be provided by Tesat or DLR-Bonn to N. Perlot by end of April.
Discussion on the wavelength dependence of optical coding and modulation:
J.-L. Gerner: “The starting point should be the wavelength. In RF the starting point is the frequency band, then for a given application profile a coding & modulation is found”.

N. Perlot: “For deep-space, the OCM could be studied independently of the wavelength because the favourite modulation (PPM) is optimal for both wavelngths. For other scenarios, this may not be case: For LEO-GEO, the considered optimal modulation could be homodyne BPSK at 1064 nm, the considered optimal modulation could be DPSK at 1550 nm.”
Next steps
The decision whether OCM meetings will be held depends on the IOAG recommendations that follow the OLSG report evaluation. If the IOAG does not recommend standardization, the OCM SIG activities will stop. If the IOAG has positive recommendations on standardization, the OCM SIG will meet again. For organisation reasons, an OCM meeting in Fall 2012 will be scheduled only if the IOAG recommendations are released several months before the CCSDS meetings in Fall 2012.
Because the reason of writing a Concept book is the Preparation of a BOF, the OCM Concept Book draft shall be further edited if an OCM BOF is planned.

