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Figure 1: Original CCSDS Document Taxonomy Chart
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Figure 2: Proposed CCSDS Document Taxonomy Chart

· CCSDS CONCEPT PAPER

· CCSDS discussion draft (no color assignment)

· CCSDS Standards Track

· CCSDS Proposed Standard (“White Book”)

· CCSDS Draft Standard (“Red Book” and “Pink Sheets”)

· CCSDS Recommended Standard (“Blue Book”)

· CCSDS Proposed Practice (“White Book”)

· CCSDS Draft Practice (“White Book”)

· CCSDS Recommended Practice (“Magenta Book”) 
· CCSDS Legacy (“Gray Book”).
· CCSDS Non-Standards Track

· CCSDS Experimental (“Orange Book”)

· CCSDS Informational (“Green Book”)

· CCSDS Historic (“Silver Book”)

· 
· CCSDS ADMINISTRATIVE TRACK
· CCSDS Record (“Yellow Book”)

	
	Book
	What is it?
	Main Distinction
	Who reviews it?
	Who approves it?

	1
	Blue
	Recommended Standard
	Unambiguous technical specification of how to achieve interoperability at a cross-support interface
	Formal Agency Review
	CESG + CMC

	2
	Red
	Draft Recommended Standard
	As Blue
	Formal Agency Review
	CESG + CMC

	3
	Pink Sheet
	Draft Update to Recommended Standard
	As Blue
	Formal Agency Review
	CESG + CMC

	4
	White
	Proposed Recommended Standard or Practice; 
	As Blue or Magenta
	WG Review
	White Books receive no formal approval outside the WG until they are ready to become Red (or something similar).  Approval to work on White Books is secured with approval of the WG charter.

	5
	Green
	Informational Report for the User
	Concepts, Performance, Rationale, Tutorial, application notes associated with a Blue Book
	WG, AD/DAD, CESG 
	This remains a matter for debate until the next CMC meeting (recommend CESG + CMC)

	6
	Yellow
	Administrative
	Administrative procedures, meeting reports, etc.
	Creator - WG or Area or CESG or CMC
	WG or Area or CESG or CMC. Yellow books intended to be published for use outside CCSDS require CMC approval.

	7
	Orange
	Experimental 
	As Blue or Magenta but often involves unproven technologies , or responds to prospective needs, or and may not represent all Agencies 
	WG, AD/DAD, CESG
	CESG + CMC

	8
	Magenta
	Recommended Practice
	Captures “best” or “state of the art” approaches for applying or using standards
	Formal Agency Review
	CESG + CMC

	9
	Draft Magenta (White)
	Proposed Recommended Practice
	As Magenta 
	Formal Agency Review
	CESG + CMC

	10
	Silver
	Legacy/Historical CCSDS Document: Blue, Green, Magenta, Yellow
	Any document that has been retired or replaced, including reports. May still be ‘in use’ by legacy ground or flight systems.
	Formal Agency Review
	CESG + CMC


	
	Book
	What is it?
	Distinctions

	1
	Blue
	Recommended Standard
	 BB provides detailed technical descriptions of standards or specific implementation models 
- BB provides prescriptive, normative specifications of system elements and their interfaces, protocols, technical definitions, or information exchange schema 
- BB provides unambiguous technical specification of how to achieve interoperability at a cross-support interface 
- BB does not include much descriptive material except to provide context

	2
	Red
	Draft Recommended Standard
	As Blue

	3
	Pink Sheet
	Draft Update to Recommended Standard
	As Blue

	4
	White
	Proposed Recommended Standard or Practice; 
	As Blue or Magenta

	5
	Green
	Informational Report for the User
	 - GB provides descriptive materials to accompany a standard or set of standards 
- GB provides discussion of Concepts or Rationale for some related standard 
- GB may provide discussion of options, performance, applicability or selection criteria for some related standard 
- GB may provide a Tutorial for some related standard 

	6
	Yellow
	Administrative
	Administrative procedures, meeting reports, etc.

	7
	Orange
	Experimental 
	 - OB may involve unproven technologies and may not represent all Agencies, but otherwise look like Blue Books, i.e. 
- OB provides detailed technical descriptions of standards or specific implementation models 
- OB prescriptive, normative specifications of system elements and their interfaces, protocols, technical definitions, or information exchange schema 
- OB provides unambiguous technical specification of how to achieve interoperability at a cross-support interface

	8
	Magenta
	Recommended Practice
	- RP describes best or state of the art approaches for applying or using standards 
- RP provides specific recommendations about how to do some activity or set of related activities 
- RP provides guidelines for some practice that is to be formalized in some way 
- RP may provide reference checklists, processes, procedural descriptions or policies 
- RP may provide conceptual models or reference architectures that provide technical context for standards and their application

	9
	Draft Magenta (White)
	Proposed Recommended Practice
	As Magenta 

	10
	Silver
	Legacy/Historical CCSDS Document: Blue, Green, Magenta, Yellow
	Any document that has been retired, including reports. May still be ‘in use’ by legacy ground or flight systems.
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