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Dear Dr. Sim:
On behalf of the members of the CCSDS Management Council (CMC), we would like to express our appreciation for your institute's participation at CCSDS technical meetings.  KARI currently is designated as an Observer Agency, but with the growth and success of South Korea’s space program, we ask that you consider participating as a Member Agency of CCSDS.   To have South Korea join the agencies of the US, France, Italy, UK, Russia, Germany, Brazil, China, Japan, Canada, and Europe would provide a great example of international cooperation for the advancement of science and technology.  

South Korea’s recent successful development of the KOMPSAT, COMS, and STSAT satellites as well as that of launch vehicles, shows your commitment to space exploration and research.  The Member Agencies of CCSDS develop joint satellite missions and use each other’s communication infrastructure for global coverage and emergency support.  The sharing of communication resources and scientific data of all space agencies can only be accomplished by the use of space data communication standards. Standards enhance interoperability, while reducing risk, development time and project costs. 
We would welcome KARI to participate as a CCSDS Member Agency.  Specifically, we would like to invite KARI to send a representative to the forthcoming CMC meeting in Darmstadt, Germany (hosted by the European Space Agency) from 16-18 November 2015.   

If KARI would like to participate as a Member Agency of CCSDS and/or attend the November 2015 CMC meeting, please contact the CCSDS Secretariat Secretariat@mailman.ccsds.org for more information. 

Best regards,

Dr. James Afarin
CCSDS Chairman and General Secretary
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